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Name _____________________________________________ 
 

 



Space Pioneers           
 

A new planet has been discovered in our solar system.  It resembles Earth in every way, except that there are no 

human beings living there.  Our government wants your opinion as to who should be the first pioneers to settle 

on the newly discovered planet.  Remember, there are no buildings, no machinery, NOTHING hand made.  The 

entire planet is nothing but natural habitat.  The pioneers who are sent to settle the planet will need to be able to 

make it habitable for humans.  They need to have skills, abilities, and knowledge that will help to create a 

livable society on this planet for the humans who will follow them there. 
 

Below are ten possible candidates.  Choose five of them to be the pioneers.  Think carefully about each one, and 

decide which would be the most helpful in reaching the goal of helping to make the planet livable for humans.  

Then explain in detail why you would or would not take each. 
 

Name Age Gender Profession Take? 

Yes or No 
(you should 

have 5 yeses 

and 5 nos) 

Explain why you would take 

this person, or  

why you would not 

Zelda Learner 45 Female Elementary school 

teacher 
  

 

 

Oroville Oates 41 Male Farmer   

 

 

Clara Kettle 34 Female Cook   

 

 

Dr. Margarita Flowers 27 Female Botanist (plant 

scientist) 
  

 

 

Will Hammer 56 Male Carpenter   

 

 

Flo Nightingale 37 Female Registered nurse   

 

 

Betty Bechtel 32 Female Engineer   

 

 

Melvin Melody 24 Male Musician   

 

 
Rev. Adam Goodfellow 51 Male Minister / pastor / 

preacher / priest 
  

 

Roger Kraig 30 Male Pro baseball player   

 

 
 

 



You and your fellow five space pioneers are on your way to make the newly discovered planet 

habitable for humans.  It’s been a long space trip, and you’re eager to arrive, look around, and 

get to work. 

 

One night after you have just put on your survival 

space suit, there is a computer malfunction, and you 

are sucked out of the door into space.  You float 

around forever it seems, but then some gigantic force 

pulls you towards some strange planet.  You are 

being pulled towards this planet at a rapid rate, but 

you are calm.  When you are about a mile above the 

planet’s surface, you switch on the jet pack on your 

back and you land smoothly, standing up.  Draw and 

color a picture showing what this planet looked like 

from space as you were being pulled toward it. 

 

You are in a strange world.  It is not the one you were 

on your way to for your mission.  It is like nothing 

you have ever seen.  The trees, the plants, and even 

the few animals you spot are completely different 

than any you have ever known.  You wander around a 

little bit, exploring this strange new world.  Write a paragraph about what you see.  Describe 

everything around you and any animal or other life form you encounter. 

 

 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 



You don’t know what planet you are on or even where this particular planet is 

located.  You are a bit frightened.  Perhaps you are doomed to be on this planet 

alone forever.   
 

 

But you have had special training in survival and you calm yourself.  The crew of 

your spaceship must be looking for you.  Hopefully, they will find you.  The 

immediate problems are food, drink, and shelter.  You have the following gear: 

 a lazer pistol   a notebook 

a knife    several pencils 

fishing gear   a small lamp 

enough condensed food and water for two weeks 

fire-starting equipment 

the jet pack on your back, which is almost empty of fuel 

 

Write a paragraph explaining how you survive.  Discuss building or finding a 

shelter, obtaining food and water when your supplies run out, and protecting 

yourself from danger. 
 

 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 



Finally, a month after you were stranded on this strange new world, your spaceship 

lands and your crewmates rescue you.  Write a paragraph telling how they found 

you, how you felt when you realized you’d be rescued, and your thoughts about 

leaving this place that you have made your home for the last month.   
 

 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Draw and color a picture of the spaceship landing to rescue you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



While you are here, you decide to document as much as you can about this strange planet.  After all, no other 

human being has ever seen it, and you want to be able to inform others about what you’ve experienced.  

However, you have no camera, no phone, no other recording equipment of any kind.  You will have to rely on 

making notes and drawing pictures.    
 

 

Planet’s Name: 

__________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Picture of Planet from Space 

Tree:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How it’s different from Earth:  

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

Fruit or Vegetable:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How it’s different from Earth:  

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

Swimming Animal:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How it’s different from Earth:  

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

 

Flying Animal:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How it’s different from Earth:  

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

Mountains:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How it’s different from Earth:  

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

Lake or River:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How it’s different from Earth:  

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

 

Person or Other Life Form:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How it’s different from Earth:  

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

Night Sky:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How it’s different from Earth:  

__________________________ 

__________________________ 

 

 
 

 

Explain how each item is different from Earth.  Draw and color a picture of it. 

ALL WRITING MUST BE DONE IN GRAMMATICALLY CORRECT SENTENCES. 

ALL PICTURES ARE TO BE COLORED AND SHOW GOOD DETAIL. 
 

 


